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Standards of Care for Consultation and Collaboration
Collaboration as defined by American Association of Critical Care Nurses (2006) is the way that one works together with patients, families, and other health care team members. Collaboration is everyone working towards a common goal of patient health. It is the communication of the APN with patients, families, and other health care team members. 
[bookmark: CurLocation]According to Hamric, Spross, and Hanson (2009) consultation is when the APN presents a patient care issue to someone who has a higher level of understanding. APN must know when it is appropriate to for consultation and keep an open professional relationship with their colleagues. 
One must understand that there is difference between the terms consultation and collaboration. The difference of the two terms according to (Hamric, Spross, & Hanson, 2009) is knowing that they require a different level of responsibility. 
When it comes to consultation one can request the advice or expertise of a physician but the consultee is still responsible for that patient’s care. Consultation is used to improve the delivery of care and patient outcome. It provides the consultee with knowledge, skill, and an expert look at the situation (Hamric, Spross, & Hanson, 2009).
Collaboration is the coordination of care with the patient, families, physicians, and multidisciplinary teams. Collaboration promotes teaching, technology development, and facilitates research. It improves the plan of care by making changes according to others input. It is used by the APN to teach and support their fellow nurses and improves the understanding of the acute, critical, complex patients issues (American Association of Critical Care Nurses, 2006).
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